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Sentinel health event

Selected Agents Causing Environmental Lung Disease of Current Concern and Associated

Adverse Effects

e .
Agent Effect(s)

Acidic aerosols Exacerbate asthma and COPD,* respiratory symptoms,

reduced lung function

Asbestos

Lung cancer, mesothelioma, pleural disease

Environmental tobacco smoke

Lung cancey, respiratory infection, respiratory symptoms,

reduced lung function

Nitrogen dioxide

Exacerbate asthma, respiratory infection and symptoms,

reduced lung function

Photochemical pollution (ozone)

Exacerbate asthma and COPD, respiratory symptoms, reduced

lung function
Radon Lung cancer
Silica Silicosis, lung cancer
Volatile organic compounds Cancer, neuropsychological effects, respiratory iritation

h

Chronic obstructive puimonary disease.
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Landrigan, P.J.: The recognition and
control of occupational disease.JAMA,
266 (5): 676-680, 1991.
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