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Common Dispensing Errors

Prescriber's Intention Misinterpretation

AD, AS, AU [right ear, left ear, each ear) OD, OS, OU [right eye, left eye, each eye)

qod (every other day) qd (daily) or qid (4 times a day)

U or u (units) Zero, causing a 10-fold increase in dose (eg, 4U to 40)

Trailing zero (1.0 mg) 1.0 mg mistaken as 10 mg

Naked decimal point (.5 mg) .5 mg mistaken as 5 mg

Drug name and dose run together (Underal40) Mistaken as Inderal 140

Large doses without properly placed commas 100000 units mistaken as 10,000 units

AZT (zidovudine) Mistaken as azathioprint or aztreonam
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10 Strategies for Minimizing Dispensing Errors -
Pharmacy Times

www.pharmacytimes.com/publications/.../
P2PDispensingErrors-0110
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